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10 June 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Important information 

It feels bizarre to be writing to you all at this time, with the COVID-19 climate the way 
it is, and many staff and students not being in the school building, but I wanted to 
keep you informed of the measures we have in place to keep everyone safe. 

I had hoped the situation would have changed before the summer, but the most 
recent news is that students outside Year 10 would not be returning to the academy 
before September.  I know this is disappointing, but it is absolutely impossible to 
ensure social distancing is maintained for over 800 students at one time.   

My second reason for writing is to let you know that I recently resigned my position 
as Principal at Co-op Academy Leeds.  This was a very difficult decision for me to 
make, as I have grown to love the academy, staff and students very much. 

However, I have made the decision to move to become Principal at another school in 
another part of the county.  The Trust has secured a replacement Principal to start in 
September, so the academy will continue to be in good hands.  Mr Brockwell is 
already working alongside me and other members of the senior staff so that the 
leadership transition is as smooth and effective as possible.  He will be writing to 
parents and carers over the next week or so. 

I very much hope I get the opportunity to say goodbye to staff and students in person 
before the summer term ends – but this looks pretty unlikely at the moment.  
Personally, I will be very sad that I will not get the opportunity to say farewell to your 
children – they have (mostly) made my 5 years at Co-op extremely memorable, and I 
will miss them immensely. 

I would like to thank everyone connected with the academy – staff, students, parents 
and governors – for the support they have provided me during the last 5 years at Co-
op – I will miss the academy and its people very much. 

In the meantime, I wish you good health.  Please stay safe. 

Very best wishes 

Jonny Mitchell 
Principal 


