
Year 7 Catch Up Funding 
 

What is Catch Up funding and who receives it? 
The literacy and numeracy Catch up Premium helps schools provide additional support in literacy and 
numeracy to pupils. The funding is targeted towards those students who do not meet age related 
expectations in numeracy and literacy at KS2. Schools receive £500 for each year 7 pupil who fits the 
criteria. The Cooperative Academy is committed to raising the standards of literacy and numeracy for 
such students so that learners can accelerate their progress in year 7 which will enable them to fully 
access the curriculum throughout their school career. 

For 2018-19 the school received £43,759.   62% of our intake in year 7 were below age related 
expectations in both English and maths with only 23% of students not below in either subject. 32 
students did not achieve a result as they scored below the threshold and 14 students did not sit KS2 
exams due to being either new to the country or out of education. This means that we received less 
funding than was needed as we had more students to catch-up than were stated. The average reading 
age for this cohort was 8.3 at the beginning of the year 

The Premium was used in a variety of ways, for a variety of purposeful and tailored interventions. 
This report outlines the ways in which the Premium was distributed and the impact on attainment and 
accelerated progress that was seen. 

Intervention Costs shared with PP Description 
Additional 
teachers-smaller class 
sizes 
 

2 main-scale  
 

Class sizes are reduced which means that 
more time per student can be given. 

Paraprofessionals  £21,212 x 5 members 
of staff 
 

Highly qualified members of non- 
teaching staff who plan, monitor, and 
evaluate impact of interventions 

Lexia £4.75 per pupil A phonics-based software designed to 
accelerate progress in literacy by tailored 
methods of ensuring learners reach the 
expected standard required for the 
secondary curriculum 

Symphony Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

£740.00 for 50 
students 

Symphony Maths is a visual web-enabled 
programme which helps students 
understand maths at a conceptual level 
rather than learning through 
memorisation techniques. It 
auto-assesses and is adaptive to ensure 
that students are working at the correct 
level; the programme alters according to 
each individual need. 

Guided reading No additional cost. 
Timetabled lesson. 

Guided reading groups created for B band 
students-tailored and differentiated for 
individual needs. 



 

 

Impact  

 
● Accelerated progress for reading ages 

42% catch-up students in year 7 made accelerated progress with their reading ages. The gap between 
boys and girls has closed with 10% more boys than girls making accelerated progress. 

 
● Lexia 

Each level of progress is equivalent to a year. The average level of progress was 1.3. 

Disadvantages students out-performed other cohorts. Students who completed or were very near to 
completing Lexia: 11%    PP students 16% 

The graph below shows the progress made over a 5 month period. 

 

 

 

 

Symphony Maths 

Each level of progress is equivalent to a year. The average level of progress was 1.6. The graph below 
shows the progress over a three month period. 

 

 



.  

 

 

 

 

Catch-up students working at or above expected level in a range of subjects 

The Catch-up programme has positively impacted students’ achievements in all subjects. 

Subject Working on or above 
English  54% 
Maths 59% 
Science 56% 
History 48% 
Geography 60% 
ICT 64% 
Languages 66% 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


